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Establishing Standards for Reporting Participant Characteristics in Aphasia Research.

PARTICIPANT CHARACTERISTICS: PEOPLE WITH APHASIA
	 Characteristic
	Definition
	Values
	Comment

	Age
	The person’s completed age in years.
	YY
	

	Years of education
	Number of years of education (full-time equivalent) completed by the person.
	YY
	Full-time equivalent. Excludes certificate and technical programs, and experiential training (e.g. internships, residencies and fellowships).

	Biological sex
	The person’s sex at birth (where sex is defined as the distinction between male, female, or the combination of male and female biological characteristics).
	Male
Female
Intersex
Other (may specify another term)
	To be captured as written in the medical record. Self-identified sex may be reported in the case of conflict. 

	Language of treatment/testing
	The language used by the person with aphasia during treatment and testing.
	Written Language 
Spoken Language
	

	Primary language
	The language (including sign language) most frequently used by the person with aphasia for communication.
	Primary spoken language.
Primary written language.

	

	Languages used
	The number of languages the person with aphasia used on a regular basis prior to the onset of aphasia.
	Does the person use more than one language on a regular basis? Yes / No

If yes specify (languages used including modality i.e. spoken/written)
	

	History of condition(s) known to impact communication/cognition
	History of an acquired or developmental condition known to impact communication (e.g. language, speech, hearing) or cognition (e.g. memory, executive function, attention, visuospatial processing, processing speed). Conditions included here must have been present prior to most recent neurological event (i.e. that from which the aphasia arose). Examples include:
· Developmental language disorder/delay
· Developmental articulation disorder
· Childhood Apraxia of Speech
· Childhood stuttering
· Encephalitis
· Autism Spectrum Disorder
· Hearing loss
· Multiple Sclerosis
· Motor Neuron Disease
· Cerebral Palsy
· Parkinson’s disease
· Huntington’s disease
· Meningitis
· Traumatic Brain Injury
· Acquired motor speech disorder (e.g. apraxia, dysarthria)
· Neurogenic stuttering
· Brain tumour
· Dementia
	Yes
No
If yes please describe.

Note: History may be obtained from the person’s medical record or self-reported if record is unavailable.
	

	History of previous stroke
	A history of stroke prior to the most recent episode, excluding TIA and silent stroke.
	Yes
No
If yes please specify: number, months/years post stroke, was aphasia present (Y/N/Unknown).
	

	Lesion hemisphere
	Hemisphere affected by neurological event.
	Left 
Right 
Both 
Unsure
	

	Time since onset of aphasia
	The months/days/years between commencement of the treatment under investigation and the onset of aphasia.
	DD/MM/YY as applicable. 
	

	Co-morbidities
	Presence of co-morbidities arising from the most recent neurological event (i.e. post-stroke). Examples include:
· apraxia of speech 
· non-verbal oral apraxia
· dysarthria
· hemiplegia
· hemiparesis
· cognitive impairment 
· sensory impairment
· depression, anxiety, or mood disorder
	Did the person present with co-morbidities at the time of treatment?
Yes
No
If yes specify.


	Co-morbidities may be identified in the person’s medical record or self-/significant other- reported







PARTICIPANT CHARACTERISTICS: COMMUNICATION PARTNERS

	Characteristic
	Definition
	Values
	Comment

	Age
	The person’s completed age in years.
	YY
	

	Biological sex
	The person’s sex at birth (where sex is defined as the distinction between male, female, or the combination of male and female biological characteristics).
	Male
Female
Intersex
Other (may specify another term)
	To be captured as written in the medical record. Self-identified sex may be reported in the case of conflict. 


	Relationship to person with aphasia
	Relationship of the carer/significant other/communication partner to the person with aphasia.
	Spouse/partner
Son/daughter/Child-in-Law
Other relative*
Friend/associate
Professional carer**
Sibling

.
	*Other Relative – a person who is related to the patient but not represented by the available selections. This could include a grandparent, step-parent, or foster-parent. 
**Professional Carers are people who are trained and paid to look after people






Suggested Citation: Wallace, S. J., Isaacs, M., Ali, M., & Brady, M. C. (202). Establishing reporting standards for participant characteristics in post-stroke aphasia research: An international e-Delphi exercise and consensus meeting. Clinical Rehabilitation, 37(2), 199-214. https://doi.org/10.1177/02692155221131241
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